The Southeastern Librarian
Volume 68

Issue 3

Article 9

Fall 9-1-2020

City of Refuge: Slavery and Petit Marronage in the Great Dismal
Swamp 1763- 1856
Carol Walker Jordan

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/seln
Part of the Library and Information Science Commons

Recommended Citation
Jordan, Carol Walker (2020) "City of Refuge: Slavery and Petit Marronage in the Great Dismal Swamp
1763- 1856," The Southeastern Librarian: Vol. 68 : Iss. 3 , Article 9.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/seln/vol68/iss3/9

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University. It
has been accepted for inclusion in The Southeastern Librarian by an authorized editor of
DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@kennesaw.edu.

The Southeastern Librarian, Vol. 68, No. 3

Jeff Maskovsky and
Sophie Bjork-James
Morgantown: West Virginia
University Press, 2020
ISBN: 9781949199451
240 p. $99.00 (Hbk)
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Two workshops, one at Vanderbilt University in March 2017
and the second at CUNY Graduate Center in October 2017 were held to explore
the rising authoritarian, nationalist, and populist
politics across the world. For the following three
years a group of contributors provided “open, intellectually generous, and kind collective conversation” (Acknowledgements) with Maskovsky and
Bjork-James.
An anthology of contributed writings is
contained in Maskovsky and Bjork-James’ book. A
collection giving examples of “angry politics” see
Chapters 2-11, pages 41-237.
Looking across the globe at a variety of
countries, the United States, India, Columbia, the
United Kingdom, Italy, the Philippines, South
America, and Ethiopia, the contributors shared
their studies and opinions on angry politics, populism and neoliberalism.
Recommended for academic libraries and
reading lists for anthropology, political science,
and social studies students.

This is the autobiography of
Fred Birchmore, a brave twenty-four year old from Georgia
touring the earth on a bicycle
called Bucephalus. The writing style is entertaining and refreshing. It is a captivating actionpacked tale and includes vibrant black and white
photographs.
Birchmore writes of beautiful peacocks in
Burma, eight feet lizards in Burma and India, cobras, the Temple of the Emerald Buddha, Angkor
Castle, the Taj Mahal, the Marble Castle, the Peacock Throne, and Solomon’s Temple. Places visited in the book include the Church of the Nativity,
the Holy Tomb of Jesus Christ, Calvary, the Unction Stone, the Mount of Olives, the Church of the
Wine Miracle, St. Nathaniel’s house, the Sea of
Galilee, the Church of Annunciation, and the
Chapel of Carpenter’s shop.
The work is filled with interesting adventures such as killing a cobra attempting to attack
him with his bicycle, living to tell the tale after
having malaria, and surviving a tiger attack. Birchmore also wrote Miracles in My Life: Tales of a
Happy Wanderer.
This book is recommended for people interested in travel and is appropriate for both academic and public library collections.

Carol Walker Jordan, Ph.D., MLIS.
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Melinda F. Matthews, University of Louisiana at
Monroe

It was told to me that along the
South Carolina coast when summer visitors returned to their beach houses and
hired men and women to help with cooking, laun-
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dry, child care, and gardening, they found a ready
supply of those men and women who were known
to them as the “swamp people.” “Swamp people”
came in the early morning and returned to the
swamp in the late evening.
Living in a swamp, a vast uninhabitable
wetland, was an intolerable choice to most summer visitors who had homes along the coastal regions of Virginia and the Carolinas. Yet, as Marcus
Nevius, shows us in his research in City of Refuge:
Slavery and Petit Marronage in the Great Dismal
Swamp 1763-1856, the maroons defined a life for
themselves and sustained economies that gave
them the free life they yearned to achieve.
Marcus P. Nevins presents a fascinating
and enlightening look at the lives of maroons. He
helps us to understand the history of people who
rejected the underground railroads as a means of
escape from slavery and chose to enter the swamp
regions to avert capture and use their abilities and
skills to carve out a life for themselves. These men,
women, and families established an informal
slave’s economy, petit marronage, which spread
along the Atlantic coastline/swamp regions.
Nevins’ research divided into chapters, 1-6
provide rich information on the in-depth life and
times of life and economies of those who chose to
live in the Great Dismal Swamp between 17631856. Particularly interesting is the Epilogue
“From Log Cabin to the Pulpit” William H. Robinson and the Late Nineteenth-Century Legacy of
Petit Marronage, p. 103. There are illustrations
throughout the text and a Notes and Index section, p. 109 and 141. Recommended for academic,
public, and historical collections libraries.

supported by Notes, p. 295, Bibliography, p. 333,
and an Index, p. 35l-363. A daunting task by author, Jennifer Ritterhouse, to document the travels in 1937 of Jonathan Daniels, a newspaper publisher who set out to learn about the changes taking place across his “homeland,” the Southern
United States.
On May 5, 1937, Jonathan Worth Daniels,
a brilliant, young white newspaper editor “set out
on a ten-state driving tour of his native south with
the goal of writing a book” (Introduction, p.1).
With a driving tour and a determination to see
and experience if the South was actually the place
he perceived as halfway between “Erskine Caldwell’s Tobacco Road and Margaret Mitchell’s Gone
with the Wind.”
Daniels searched interviews, community
meetings, one on one discussions from town to
town, traveling in his car and stopping for food
and visits with people along the way. Individuals
who volunteered to talk were the hitchhikers and
others in the streets Daniels met. All waited to
share news of how the economy, medical communities, and family histories changed and grew.
Ritterhouse displays detailed interviews
and document research to enlighten the changes
that occurred in the 1930s in the South where
Daniels traveled. Recommended for academic,
public, and archival libraries.
Carol Walker Jordan, Ph.D., MLIS

Fugitivism: Escaping Slavery in the
Lower Mississippi Valley, 1820-1860
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Fayetteville: University of
Arkansas Press, 2019
ISBN: 9781682260999
312 p. $34.95 (Hbk)

Carol Walker Jordan, Ph.D., MLIS.

Discovering the South: One Man’s
Travels through A Changing America
in the 1930s

“During the antebellum
years, over 750,000 enslaved
people were taken to the
Lower Mississippi Valley,
where two-thirds of them were sold in the slave
markets of New Orleans, Natchez, and Memphis” (Cover).
S. Charles Bolton’s research is presented
in the studies he has conducted on fugitivism in

Jennifer Ritterhouse
Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2017
ISBN: 9781469630946
384 p. $34.95 (Hbk)
This book is divided into ten
Chapters, illustrated with 26
black and white photographs,
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